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• SCOPUS Minimum Criteria
• 2019 reviewer comments
• tips and additional valuable help
• cite score and ranking
• future



History
- 2008 – both journals applied for Scopus evaluation:

• Priloz Instituta za arheologiju u Zagrebu (PIAZ) passed the 
evaluation and was accepted

• Annales Instituti Archaeologici (AIA) was rejected: 
”Although the publication has been examined with interest by our Journals' 
Advisory Committee, and there can be no doubt that your journal represents a 
valuable contribution in its field, our present coverage policy prevents us from 
acquiring further publications this year within this subject area. The title will be 
reevaluated for Scopus in 2009.”

- 2019 – both journals re-evaluated, PIAZ passed the evaluation, 
AIA asked to provide more information, passed the evaluation 
and was accepted



Structure of the AIA’s staff and costs:
- editors, editorial board, editorial committee and reviewers –

work pro bono (in kind)
- one member of the staff full time employed for journal’s layout 

(funds source: Ministry of Science and Education / public funds)
- language proofreading and translations payed to external 

experts (funds source: Ministry of Science and Education / public 
funds)

- no journal publishing costs (online only from 2013)
- no APC’s
- open content (CC BY)
- 2005-present = 1 volume/year (WoS and Scopus 2019-present)



Structure of the PIAZ’s staff and costs:
- editors, editorial board, editorial committee and reviewers – work pro 

bono (in kind)
- one member of the staff full time employed for journal’s layout (funds 

source: Ministry of Science and Education / public funds)
- language proofreading and translations payed to external experts (funds 

source: Ministry of Science and Education / public funds)
- journal publishing costs (funds source: Ministry of Science and Education 

/ public funds)
- exchange of publications costs (funds source: Ministry of Science and 

Education / public funds)
- no APC’s
- open content (CC BY)
- 1983-2020 = 1 volume/year; 2021- present = 2 volumes/year (WoS and Scopus)



AIA content history
2005-2019
- Croatian texts, short English summary, short reports on IARH’s field work
- English alternative title, key words, figure captions and Summary from the start

2019/2020
- one double blind peer review per paper, broadening the published content

2021-
- two double blind peer-reviews per paper, preliminary reports, review 

papers, professional papers and short reports (no peer-review)
- change of journal’s layout
- Croatian or English texts, extended English/Croatian Summary



SCOPUS Minimum Criteria: 
 The Journal should consist of peer-reviewed content 
 The Journal should be published on a regular basis (have an ISSN number 

that has been registered with the International ISSN Centre) 
 Content should be relevant and readable for an international audience 

(at minimum have English language abstracts and article titles) 
 The Journal should have a publication ethics and publication malpractice 

statement 

Additionally, it is general policy that a journal needs to have a publication 
history of at least two years before it can be reviewed for Scopus coverage 
(Stage 2). 



The reviewer comments (2019):
+ The journal consistently includes articles that are scientifically sound and relevant 
to an international academic or professional audience in this field.
+ The abstracts are in keeping with Scopus English Language requirements.
- Despite being published for quite some time, articles in this title have attracted 
few citations by other titles currently covered by Scopus.
+ In general, the content of the articles is consistent with the scope and aims of the 
journal.
+ The journal has clear aims and scope/journal policies that are consistent with the 
journal’s content.
+ Peer review type is clearly stated and is supported by appropriate reviewer 
guidelines.
This is a well organised journal publishing material that is being cited, althought
citations are very low. As the content is likely to interest scholars internationally it will 
be included in SCOPUS, although the editors do need to take steps to raise the profile 
of the journal.



https://hrcak.srce.hr/aia

https://hrcak.srce.hr/en/aia
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When applying, make sure you are familiar with:
- Scopus content policy and selection process , especially Title 

evaluation process 
https://beta.elsevier.com/products/scopus/content/content-
policy-and-selection?trial=true

- read documents from that page:
- A General Introduction to Scopus and the Work of the Content 

Selection and Advisory Board
- FAQs for the Content selection process (SCOPUS Minimum 

Criteria, ‘Does the journal meet the minimum criteria?’ )



Additional and valuable help:
- make sure you are on HRČAK mailing list – receiving news 

about technical additions to the platform, administration of 
journals and help

- join CROASC (ZNAK – Hrvatska udruga za znanstvenu 
komunikaciju, https://www.znak.hr/index.php/za-urednike)  
and EASE (European Association of Science Editors, 
https://ease.org.uk/) if you have a chance (membership fee)

- get familiar with COPE guidelines and rules (Committee on 
Publication Ethics, https://publicationethics.org/)







open content 

2021-2022

2002-2011, 2013-2022





AIA Future
- from open content to open access
- technical changes to meet new requirements
- acquiring persistent identifier (DOI)
- improving content, citations and journal’s visibility
- DOAJ, Sherpa-Romeo 


