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The session is being recorded 

• All attendees will receive the link to the recording
• You can share the recording with your friends and colleagues

Would you like to ask a question?

• You can ask the host a question during the session
• Please use the Q & A feature on your screen to ask your question
• The host will answer relevant questions during the training



You will be able to download 
a certificate

• All attendees will receive the link to the Researcher Academy portal
• You can download a PDF certificate after filling in a short survey



With Scopus you can find answers to questions around 
Journal benchmarking like:

Can I see how my journal is 
performing?   How is my 
journal performing 
compared to other journals?

In which 
category is my 
journal ranking 
the highest?

What are the 
metric trends for 
my journal and 
competitor titles? 

Do the citation 
patterns differ for 
open access and 
subscription articles?

Which recent 
articles are being 
cited the most? 

Which authors 
published the 
most in my 
journal in a 
given year?



Elsevier has aligned with two ‘Manifestatements’ around 
responsible research evaluation

For many years, Elsevier has supported the careful use of metrics and indicators in the 
evaluation of research. The International Center for the Study of Research (ICSR) was 
established in June 2019 to work in partnership with the research community to further 
develop responsible approaches to research evaluation. 

To support this goal, Elsevier (including ICSR) has:

• Endorsed the Leiden Manifesto for Research Metrics in July 2020. The Leiden Manifesto 
is a set of 10 practical and action-oriented principles that guide best practice in metrics-
based research assessment.

• Signed the Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) in December 2020. DORA is a set 
of 18 recommendations targeted to different parts of the research community, 
recognising the need for systemic change in evaluation practices. Read about it here

https://www.elsevier.com/about/press-releases/science-and-technology/elsevier-announces-the-international-center-for-the-study-of-research
https://www.elsevier.com/about/press-releases/corporate/elsevier-endorses-leiden-manifesto-to-guide-its-development-of-improved-research-evaluation
https://sfdora.org/
https://www.elsevier.com/icsr/?a=1103076


Bibliometric indicators: a basket of metrics

Use these over time: Scopus Compare Source tool

Number 
of 

papers

CiteScore SJR SNIP
% of 

reviews

% not 
cited

Citation 
count

PlumX
Impact 
factor *

* - not in Scopus; property of Clarivate Analytics

https://www.scopus.com/source/eval.uri


Using metrics to support your journal strategy

Scopus (and Elsevier) suggests that you should always use at least two metrics alongside 
qualitative input when evaluating any research output or journal.
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Use case Metrics to use

How does my journal performing? CiteScore,
CiteScore Percentile

How is my journal performing compared to other journals? CiteScore Percentile, 
SNIP or SJR

How can I demonstrate the value of a journal? CiteScore

How is my journal currently performing compared to other 
years?

CiteScore Tracker

Can I measure prestige rather than popularity? SJR

How do I compare the citation performance of a set of serial 
titles that were recently accepted for indexing by Scopus

CiteScore,
CiteScore Percentile



CiteScore

• This metric counts the citations received in past 4 

years to articles, reviews, conference papers, 

book chapters and data papers published in the 

same timeframe, and divides this by the number 

of publications published in these 4 years.

• The same documents are included in the 

nominator and denominator.

• The value depends on the discipline.

• More than 24k journals and more than 700 book 

series have CiteScore.

2016 20182017 20202019 2021

𝐶𝑖𝑡𝑒𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 2020 =
𝐶𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑠 𝑏𝑒𝑡𝑤𝑒𝑒𝑛 2017 𝑎𝑛𝑑 2020

𝐷𝑜𝑐𝑢𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑝𝑢𝑏𝑙𝑖𝑠ℎ𝑒𝑑 𝑏𝑒𝑡𝑤𝑒𝑒𝑛 2017 𝑎𝑛𝑑 2020



SNIP – Source Normalized Impact per Paper

• Developed by CWTS, University of Leiden in The Netherlands.

• Measures contextual citation impact by weighting citations based on 
the total number of citations in a subject field. 

• The impact of a single citation is given higher value in subject areas 
where citations are less likely, and vice versa.

• It’s a normalized parameter, thus it allows to compare journals across
disciplines.



SJR – SCImago Journal Rank

• Developed by SCImago, Spain.

• A prestige metric that can be applied to journals, book series 
and conference proceedings. 

• It bases on the eigenvector network theory – nodes may have
different „value” or „weight”.

• With SJR, the subject field, quality and reputation of the 
journal have a direct effect on the value of a citation.



How is my journal is performing? - CiteScore, SJR and SNIP

Step 1: From Scopus Sources, 
search for your journal

Step 2: Check the annual 
journal metrics CiteScore, SJR
and SNIP

Step 3: Check the CiteScore
Tracker

In which category does your 
journal rank the highest?



What are the metric trends for my journal and competitor titles? 

Step 1: Check your CiteScore
trend

Step 2: Compare your 
performance with that of the 
top journal in your category

Step 3: Click on a journal to 
check its performance



How are peer/competitor journals trending?

In this example, Journal of Molecular Biology has a CiteScore Tracker higher than the 
annual value, while the journal ranking #1 in the same category has a much lower 
CiteScore Tracker value.



How is my journal performing compared to other journals?

With the Compare sources
option in Scopus, you can 
benchmark and 
understand the 
performance of competing 
journals using the 
CiteScore annual value.



How is my journal performing compared to other journals?

indicators, such as:

• Documents by 
year

• Percentage of 
review articles by 
year

The Compare sources option also allows you to 
benchmark and understand the performance 
of competitor journals by SJR, SNIP and other 



Which recent articles are being cited the most? 



Which authors have published the most in my journal in a 
given year?

With Scopus, it’s easy to drill down further; 
for example, view the authors who have 
published the most documents.



Elsevier Online Training Hub

https://bit.ly/ELStraining


Certificates 

Go to: https://bit.ly/ELS00051

Workshop code: XNGUAZ

1.Take a survey

2.Get Researcher Academy Certificate*
*You need to be logged in on Researcher Academy website, 

registration is free

07.07.2022

https://bit.ly/ELS00051


Thank youThank you!
Visit our Facebook page!

facebook.com/ElsevierCEE 

Paula Milewska
p.milewska@elsevier.com

Vivien Vereczki
v.vereczki@elsevier.com

https://facebook.com/ElsevierCEE

